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Top Tips for the ISN from TCI
Top Ten Notebook Management Tips

1. Set Expectations

2. Include a table of contents

3. Encourage students to personalize their covers, author pages, and unit title pages

4. Use a clasp envelope

5. Glue or tape in the last three minutes

6. Keep a master notebook

7. Do random notebook checks

8. Give random notebook quizzes

9. Make sure students have the tools to do the job

10. Use peer pressure to your advantage

https://www.teachtci.com/isn-top-tips/ © Holland Poulsen 2019
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Top Tips for the ISN from TCI
Top Five Evaluation Tips

1. Start strong! Monitor aggressively by walking around and writing comments and suggestions 
in ISNs

2. Allow students to use their notebooks on quizzes
-Helps students understand the importance of taking notes.
-Encourages students to bring their notebooks daily.
-Builds good work habits for the future.

3. Be clear on what your objective is
-Focus more on process?
-Focus more on product?
-Use as a tool to study for state tests

4. Create an evaluation form
-Make it easy to understand for you and your students.
-Examples
-Checklists
-Rubrics
-Your own design

5. Let your students create the rubric

https://www.teachtci.com/isn-top-tips/ © Holland Poulsen 2019
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TCI Free Lesson: 
The Interactive Student Notebook

https://www.teachtci.com/tci-free-lesson-the-interactive-student-notebook/

© Holland Poulsen 2019
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Interactive Student Notebook
Set Up 

In Social Studies this year, we will be using an 
Interactive Student Notebook. The interactive 
notebook is more than a notebook in which to take 
notes. It is a way of collecting and processing 
information. You will be responsible for keeping up 
with your ISN for the entire school year. The 
Interactive Student Notebook uses a right side and 
left side to help you organize your learning. 

© Holland Poulsen 2019



Interactive Student Notebook 
Set Up 

Implementation:
• We will use the notebooks in class every day. You need to make sure you do 

not lose it. 

• Number the pages sequentially. Do not remove any pages. Both right and left 
pages should be numbered. It is important that all of us have the same 
information on the same page. 

• The first pages are reserved for a table of contents, and instructions.  

• Use color to help organize your information. 

• Handouts, foldables and other papers should be glued or taped in place. No 
staples. 

• You will need other supplies including markers, glue stick, tape, ruler, pencils, 
and colored pencils.

• Notebooks will be graded weekly using self, peer and teacher checklists. 
© Holland Poulsen 2019



Interactive Student Notebook 
Set Up 

The top of the left page of the ISN will include quick exercises 
to prepare for the lesson including anticipation sets, activating 
background knowledge or connecting to previous learning.  We 
will call this section the “Anticipation Set” section. 

The right side of the notebook is a place for you to take notes, 
practice and process new learning and information. We will call 
this side the “Learning and Processing” page. You might use 
Thinking Maps or other tools to process your new learning.

The bottom of the left side will be the location for you to 
independently practice your new learning so we can assess 
everyone’s understanding of the big ideas. This will be your 
independent practice of the new learning. 

© Holland Poulsen 2019



TOP LEFT SIDE 
(ANTICIPATION SET):
• the “hook”
• background knowledge
• preview of lesson

RIGHT SIDE
(LEARNING AND PROCESSING):
• input
• teacher directed
• the “line”
• modeling and guided practice
• new information
• notes
• tape handouts of charts from 

lesson
• Thinking Maps
• graphic organizers
• diagrams
• articles

BOTTOM LEFT SIDE 
(ASSESSMENT)
• output
• student directed
• the “sinker”
• implementation of new 

learning
• problem solving
• independent practice

page # page #TITLE OF 
LESSON/TOPIC

© Holland Poulsen 2019
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PRINTABLES



On the pyramid below, write down 3 key words about the topic, 2 interesting facts about the topic 
and one thing you are still wondering about the topic.  

3 key words

2 interesting facts

1 question

© Holland Poulsen 2019



In the “Ahhh... section, fill in the boxes with facts that you already know about the country before reading.
In the “Haaa!” section, fill in the boxes with facts that you learned after reading.

Country

Page #s

Ahhh...

Haaa!
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ALPHABOXES
Write down important words from the lesson in the appropriate box. You can include words, phrases or dates to describe the word.

© Holland Poulsen 2019



Choose one of the physical features we are studying and imagine that you ARE this physical feature. Using 
descriptive details, include at least 5-8 interesting facts about “yourself.” Make sure to include a colorful 
illustration of the feature as well!

©
 H

o
lla

n
d

 P
o

u
ls

en
 2

0
1

9



Create a bill board that includes images and words that help raise awareness for an issue that we are learning 
about. Include words and images. Reminder: A billboard should be fairly simple so that people can get the message 
as they drive by at high speeds. Get your ideas across quickly using large images and as few words as possible!
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Create a bumper sticker with a short statement or message convincing others who read it to solve one of 
the issues that we discussed in class. 
You bumper sticker MUST include:
1. Thoughtful message or statement describing your choice of which issue to solve/
2. Colorful visual.
3. On the back of the paper, include a well-developed paragraph to describe the issue and your ideas 

for how it can be solved. 

© Holland Poulsen 2019



Caricatures
Create caricatures of the key people in this unit.

• Give each person clothing and/or belongings to represent their personality, policies, beliefs and nation.
• Label each item and explain the significance.
• Each item should represent a different idea.
• Create a thought bubble that would best capture each person’s perspective or their impact on their country.
• Be creative and make it visually appealing.

EXAMPLES:

© Holland Poulsen 2019



If you called the leaders of the countries we are studying, what would their voicemail messages say? Choose 
one of the leaders and create an accurate voicemail for what the leader could be doing instead of answering 
your phone call. Use information from your text and notes to help you come up with ideas.

© Holland Poulsen 2019



Title Frame

Directions: Create a sequence of events for the 
comic strip on the Rough Draft. Organize ideas 
on how to combine pictures, captions and 
dialogue to tell about a specific event or express 
a message.

Once your draft is finished, fold a piece of paper 
into 5-8 sections/frames for your final comic 
strip. Think about how you can convey the key 
points in a limited space to make sure the most 
important elements of the topic are included. 
Make sure the comic strip is creative and visually 
appealing. 
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• As we review our new learning for this unit, fill in the concept wheel with information 
about each section.

• Draw an illustration that represents the main idea in the center section of your wheel.
• Be creative! 

© Holland Poulsen 2019



Write a “recipe” for a civilization that we have studied. Include 6 ingredients that were used to form the 
civilization and several cooking instructions for bringing the civilization together.

Instructions

Ingredients
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Write a “recipe” for a civilization that we have studied. Include several ingredients that were used to 
form the civilization and write out special cooking instructions for bringing the civilization together. 

© Holland Poulsen 2019
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You will create a collage of cultural information regarding the area that we are studying. We are going to display the collages around the 
classroom and hallway and then we can walk around and observe cultural artwork.
You may include words on your collage but the majority of space will be filled with interesting and vivid images. The visuals can be hand 
drawn, cut from magazines, or printed of the Internet.

It is important that ALL aspects of culture are represented in your collage so you must include at least one image for each of the 
following:
• art
• music/dance
• food
• language
• religion

© Holland Poulsen 2019



Imagine that you were a person living in a civilization that we are learning about. Create 
a day planner that details what you will be doing each hour of the day.
• Start with the hour of the day you would probably wake up and end with the hour 

you would probably go to sleep.
• Include an entry for every hour between those times.
• Each entry needs to be a complete sentence and must include details. 

© Holland Poulsen 2019



Description

App Title:

Creator:

© Holland Poulsen 2019



You are going to design a magazine cover that might have been seen during the time 
period we are currently learning about. You will need to include the following on your 
cover;

• base your cover on one specific event from that time period

• create a title that is catchy, grabs the reader’s attention and goes along with the topic

• draw a graphic or illustration that explains the title

• in the “features” section, write 3-4 titles of various articles that could be featured in the 
magazine along with the page number for each

• color the magazine cover

© Holland Poulsen 2019
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Design-A-Plate

There is a new restaurant in town and the owner needs a special plate to serve his delicious meals on. He needs your help in 
designing plates that could be used in his restaurant and wants you to create a plate the includes important features and symbols of 
the unit that we are studying! The plate should be colorful, creative and especially informative!

© Holland Poulsen 2019
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Fact Finder Tower
Fill in the two top level of the tower with two facts that you already know about today’s topic. Fill in the middle level 
of the tower with two questions that you have about today’s topic. After the lesson, you will be able to go back and 

write down two additional facts that you learned about today’s topic on the two bottom level of the tower. 

Facts I Know

Facts I Want to Know

Facts I Learned

© Holland Poulsen 2019
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Create a video game about an historical event that we have been learning about. On the right side (front), design 
a cover that portrays the event. Be sure to include significant people or things involved. Write your game title on 
the spine. On the back, design a screenshot of the most exciting “level” in your game and write a brief summary 
of the game (historical event.)
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Write down the five most 
important things that you learned 
during today’s lesson on the 
fingers of the hand. In the middle 
of the palm of the hand, write a 
one sentence summary of what 
you learned.
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Write key vocabulary terms from this unit in the search bars 
below. Then write several important facts that would pop 

up about the term in the “search results” boxes.
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Write the topic in the center of the wall and then write down everything you’ve learned about the topic or concept 
including facts, dates and people. Write ALL over the wall! Then, switch papers with a partner. Read your partner’s wall 
and respond with your thoughts and feelings about the information. Use different colors so it looks like a real graffiti wall!
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After learning about the geography of the area we are studying, choose one of the features mentioned and 
create a Want Ad for a job that could be found in or near this feature. Make sure to include a brief description 
of the job as well as an illustration. You don’t need to write where the job is located because your group 
members are going to try to guess the mystery region based on your job description!

1. Job Title:
2. Who is eligible to apply for this job?
3. Job Description:

4. Illustration of someone doing the job:

© Holland Poulsen 2019
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Review the notes from this unit and decide which event you think is the most important event that we have studied. You will create an historical 
marker that will tell tourists about he significance of that event.
1. Choose the event and write what it is in the triangle at the top of the marker. 
2. Write a short description of the event.
3. Then write a brief opinion statement on why you think this event is important.
4. At the bottom of the marker, write the place where your marker will be located.
5. Draw an illustration that symbolizes your event. 
6. Make your historical marker visually appealing and colorful.
7. Cut out the historical marker when you are finished.
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It’s a... !
A Birth Announcement for the New Nation

Create a birth announcement to announce the 
birth of the country that we are currently 
learning about. Think about how it was formed, 
who is responsible for creating it and why it 
was formed.

Include the following:

• Title

• Date of “birth”

• Creators

• Summary of how the nation was formed

• Summary of why the nation was formed

• Description of how the people within the 
country feel about its formation

• Colorful illustration that relates to the 
event
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Design a license plate cover to represent the topic that we are learning about. 
Include a short tagline, a symbol and the location of the plate.
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Directions: Create a 
memory clue that 
represents each 

vocabulary words that we 
have studied in this unit.
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Inside of the suitcase , draw 
five things that you are 
going to take with you on 
our class trip to 
_______________. Make 
sure to consider the 
location, climate, physical 
features and natural 
resources of the country. 
Then include a brief 
description of he why you 
chose to bring each item. 
Be creative with decorating 
your suitcase!
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Choose one of the significant people that we are currently studying. Based on what you know about this time 
period, give the person advice on how to handle the situation that he or she is facing. Make sure that you also 

include why the person should listen to your “pearls of wisdom.”
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Phone-A-Friend
Your BFF just called and wants to know what you learned in social studies today. Summarize what you learned during today’s 
lesson in one paragraph. Remember, you should include the MOST important things you learned including facts, vocabulary 
words, dates, people, etc.
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You are going to work together to create a “quilt” out of the physical features in the area that we are learning about. 
1. Choose your feature and write the name really BIG on the patch below. 
2. Draw and color an illustration of the feature on your patch.
3. Write a description of the feature and where the feature is located on your patch.
4. Cut out the patch and tape it with your group members’ patches to create a quilt.
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Have students write a title for their “Pin It” Board, draw pictures in the 
boxes and write a description that summarizes the box.

1. Students create a Pin It board for a historical figure, “pinning” things 
that are important or symbolic to the person.

2. Have students plan a trip to an area that you are studying. The students 
will create illustrations of the different places and features that they 
want to visit. They will include a description of the place. 
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QUICK SKETCH
While reading the text, think about words or phrases that help create a picture or visual in your head of the time period. Write these 
words and phrases in the box below. The more words you include, the better! Once you finish reading, sketch a quick picture that you 

created in your head based on the words or phrases.

Key Words & Phrases

Quick Sketch
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Headings Main Ideas

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

Reading:  Main Ideas
Read the assigned pages. As you read, write down the heading of each section, as well as the main idea for each 
heading. You may add boxes to the back of your paper if needed. 
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Turn any study guide into a puzzle and the students will enjoy the review because it is 
FUN!

Some ideas...

1. Write questions and answers on touching sides of the puzzle pieces. This way 
the !&As will match up when the puzzle is put together correctly. Copy the 
puzzle for each student, cut it out and put it into baggies or envelopes if you 
are using an ISN. Students spend a few minutes each day putting their puzzles 
together.

2. Have students write their own questions and answers from the unit on the 
puzzle pieces. Each puzzle will be different so they can swap puzzles with 
classmates to review.

3. You can also write vocabulary words and definitions on the puzzle pieces and 
then have students illustrate the puzzle.
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Choose one of the significant figures that we have been learning about. Create a “selfie” that this person could 
have taken after accomplishing a major historical event. Draw the selfie inside the phone and then write about 
what happened during the event from the person’s point of view. Then create a username for the person and write 
the actual date and location of the event. Don’t forget to #hashtag the person’s thoughts and feelings about the 
event!

Username: Date:

Location: #

Like Comment
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Think about the unit that we are currently learning about. In the spaces below, write down two true statements 
or facts and one false statement or fact about the topic. Don’t label them as true or false! We are going to move 
around the room and challenge one another. Let’s see if you STUMP YOUR CLASSMATES!
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➢ First, define the word.
➢ Next, summarize what it means with a 

hashtag summary.
➢ You can have more than one!
➢ Be creative!

Topic or Word:

Definition:

Topic or Word:

Definition:
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Take 5 Get 5
While watching presentation, write down 5 interesting facts that you learned. The facts can be new information 
or things you think are really interesting, even if you already knew the information. After the discussion, you 
will move around the room and collect 5 more facts from 5 different people. Remember... you can’t have the 
same fact more than once!

Take 5 Get 5
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Fill in the boxes below with information from your various resources of research including your textbook, 
library books or articles from the Internet.
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______________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________
_________________________________________

#_____________________ #_____________________

@___________________________

Using only 140 characters, write a tweet from the perspective of one of 
the historical figures we have been learning about in this unit. Create a 
Twitter handle (@) and two hashtag (#) phrases that support the tweet.
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1. On the left lens of the glasses, think about the first view point and write 

reasons to support that perspective. Include an illustration that represents 

this viewpoint.

2. On the right lens of the glasses, write two reasons supporting the second 

viewpoint. Include an illustration that represents this viewpoint.

3. Cut out your glasses to turn them in.
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Based on what we have learned during this unit, you will create a poem that represents 
two voices during this time period. On the left side of the paper, you will write a poem 
from the perspective of ________. On the right side, you will write a poem from the 
perspective of ________. Your poem should reflect your feelings and emotions as if you 
were a person living during this time period. 
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Imagine you are sending a summary of an historical event to a friend via text message. Write the summary in text messaging 
language including abbreviations and emoticons. Pretend you are directly involved in the event that you are describing. On the 
back of this sheet, please include the non-text message version of the text.

Your summary must include the following:
• abbreviated words where appropriate
• all key points about the event
• at least one paragraph but short and specific
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Who What Where When Why Illustration

Who What Where When Why Illustration

After the lesson, fill in the graphic organizers below with 
information about the Very Important People (VIP) mentioned.

Who What Where When Why Illustration

Who What Where When Why Illustration
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Create a Wanted/Hero poster for a person that we are learning about. If you 
consider the person to be a villain, you will create a “Wanted” poster. If you think 
the person was good, you will create a “Hero” poster.

The poster must include:

1. A sketch of what the person probably looks like. 
2. A reward amount listing the specific crime or heroic action by the person.
3. A made-up quote from a person living at the time demonstrating what people might have 

said about this person.
4. The approximate date this poster would have been found.
5. A description of what the person has done in their life.
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Write the topic of today’s lesson in the center of the thought bubble. Then write every single thing you 
know about the topic. You can include facts, names, dates, symbols, etc.
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Uh oh! One of the historical figures that we are 
currently learning about has lost her purse! Help 
her find it be creating a “Lost Purse” poster that 
includes 3-5 pictures of the items in the wallet 
with descriptions of why or how each item is 
significant to her life.
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Uh oh! One of the historical figures that we are currently learning about has lost his wallet! Help him find it be creating a “Lost 
Wallet” poster that includes 3-5 pictures of the items in the wallet with descriptions of why or how each item is significant to his life.
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“You Are There” Diary
Write a series of diary entries as if you were living through an historical event. Keep in mind this is not a report on the event but 
rather the thoughts and feelings of someone living through it. Your diary should include any key terms or people involved with the 
event in some way. (You may also use the back of this paper if needed.)
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Imagine that a significant person that we are learning 
about is hosting a special event. He or she has asked you 
to help with planning the event. First, you should chose
an historical event that is relevant to the person and the 
time period. Then, you will need to create an invitation 
to this event. Make sure you follow the steps below so 
that your invitation is spectacular!

1. Who is hosting the event?
2. What is the event?
3. Where is the event located?
4. When will the event take place (time & 

date)?
5. Why should people attend?
6. What should a person bring with them to 

the event?
7. Who should people contact to R.S.V.P.?
8. Include a visual.

© Holland Poulsen 2019



Pick the most important event from today’s 
lesson. Take a close look at the event. In the 
magnifying glass, summarize the event and 

include facts, vocabulary words, dates and people. 
Also explain why this event was so important.
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THINKING MAPS



Circle Map



Bubble Map



Double Bubble Map



Tree Map



Flow Map



Multi-Flow Map



Brace Map



Bridge Map



ISN Examples



More ISN Examples


