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Comprehension Strategies 
Prediction 

What is prediction? 

Prediction is a comprehension strategy good readers use to actively engage with a text. 

As defined by Keene & Zimmerman (1997), “Prediction is inference. It is the play of 

imagination as we mentally expand the text.” Readers make informed guesses about 

what they think will happen nest. In nonfiction text, readers make predictions not about 

the kinds of things they think will happen but the kinds of things they think they will learn 

(Miller, 2002).  

Prediction is one of the most involved comprehension strategies because further reading 

requires the readers to confirm or deny their predictions, making their initial 

understanding more concrete. 

 

What to Predict 

In Fiction: 
• Events in a story 
• The causes of a story 
• The effects of a story 
• A character’s actions/behavior 
• A character's feelings 
• A character’s decision/choice 
• Story elements 
• What the story will be about 

In Non-Fiction: 
• What a reader expects to learn 
• Events 
• Feelings 
• Actions/Behavior 
• The causes of an event 
• The effects of an event 

 
How To Predict 
Readers predict by: 

• Activating schema about a topic/story 
• Activating schema about the type of text to be read 
• Using evidence stated in the text 
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• Looking at the title of the book, cover picture, summary on the back, schema about 
the author, table of contents during reading 

• Using key events that happen in the book 

 

Visualization 

What is visualizing? 

Visualization is a strategy good readers use to make mental pictures in their minds about 

what is happening in the text. In fiction, readers may visualize many different literary 

elements such as characters, setting, and a sequence of actions/events. In non-fiction, 

readers may visualize events or complex processes.  

What to Visualize 
 
In Fiction: 

• Characters 
• Setting 
• Actions/Events 

In Non-Fiction: 
• Processes 
• Action/Events 

 
How To Visualize 
 
Readers visualize by: 

• Creating a mental picture in their minds from key words or passages in the text 
• Drawing a picture of their visualization 
• Creating a series of visualizations as an on-going mental “movie” 

 

Summarizing 

What is summarizing? 

Summarizing is a comprehension strategy good readers use to better understand a text 

by retelling in their own words or using inner dialogue. When summarizing, it is 

important for readers to tell only what is important to make sense, and not include too 

much information (Harvey & Goudvis, 2007).  
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There are different approaches to summarizing depending on text structure. When 

summarizing a fiction text, a sequence of key events seems most appropriate. For non-

fiction, summarizing by text structure seems most direct. These might include cause and 

effect, categorizing, compare and contrast, and process sequencing. 

How To Summarize 

Readers summarize by: 

• Determining the most important information in one’s own words 
• Using key words or phrases 
• Only including important information 
• Weeding out extraneous details 
• Getting to the essence of the text in as little words as possible 

 
When to Summarize 

Readers summarize at different points depending on text type. 

• At the end of a paragraph 
• At the end of a chapter 
• At the end of a book 
• By the following story elements: characters, setting, problem, attempts to solve 

problem, and solution 
• When significant to the plot 
• When a process has occurred 
• We a theme or main ideas is presented 
• Based on a text structure 
• A timeline of events 
• Based on text features 

 

Making Connections 

What is making connections? 

Making connections is a strategy used by good readers to interact with a text. The best 
way to get readers to interact with a text is to show them that they have something in 
common with it. There are three specific types of text-to-readers’ connections: text-to-
self, text-to-text and text-to-world.  

Teaching reader’s to actively make connections can be facilitated by modeling a teacher’s 
inner dialogue by a think-out-loud process. Later, after teaching the three types of 
connections, teacher modeling should be done to show readers the difference between 
making connections and making meaningful connections.  
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Readers make connections: 

• Between prior knowledge and experiences to text passages (text-to-self 
connections) 

• Between one specific text passage and another text passage or audiovisual clip 
(text-to-text connections) 

• Between world facts or information and a text passage (text-to-world connections) 

• Using specificity for meaningful connections 

 

Questioning 

What is questioning? 

Readers not only need to be able to answer questions after reading, but they need to be 

asking them internally for active text engagement. Question generation should increase 

awareness in readers’ minds as to whether or not they understand a text (Chhabra & 

McCardle, 2004). Readers need to be able to determine if answers to their questions can 

be found in the text or if they will need to use the skill of inference to answer their 

questions (Miller, 2002). 

Asking questions happens before, during and after reading. Sometimes questions get 

answered during the reading and sometimes they do not. In fact, often readers’ 

questions are unanswered. In non-fiction texts, unanswered questions open the door for 

research. With the questioning strategy, teachers want two things  out of their students: 

• They want students to ask questions on their own as readers. 

• They also want students to be able to answer comprehension questions after 

reading a text or on a standardized test. 

When to Ask Questions 

• Readers ask questions before, during, and after a reading 

• Readers ask questions in their mind while engaging with a text and are asked in the 

school setting to answer questions about a text after reading it. 

• Readers have an on-going wonderment about why something is happening. 

What Type of Questions Should Be Asked 

Asking Questions 
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• Questioning words: Who, What, When, Where, Why, How 

• Answered versus Unanswered Questions 

• Questions Before, During and After Reading 

• On-Going Wonderment Questions 

Answering Questions 

• Text versus Inference (Book versus Brain) Questions 

 

Inference 

What is inference? 

Inference is the ability to figure something out when it is not explicitly written in the text. 

In other words, inferring is being able to “read between the lines,” to go beyond the 

literal meaning of a text (Keene & Zimmermen, 1997). Good readers are able to make 

inferences based on textual clues and schema (prior knowledge and personal 

experiences.) No two readers will infer the same exact way because inference is based on 

an individual’s life experience, knowledge, and creativity combined with the text being 

read. In fiction, readers can infer about literary elements such as characters, setting or 

problem/solution. In non-fiction texts, readers can infer content.  

One of the best ways to teach inference with Thinking Maps is to use reverse mapping 

because reverse mapping works inductively, from specific to general.  

When to Use Inference 

• When using any of the other reading comprehension strategies 

• When analyzing story elements such as characters, setting, problem, solution 

• When looking for cause and effect relationships in both fiction and non-fiction 

texts 
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Literature List 

A Porcupine Named Fluffy by Helen Lester 

Go Away Big Green Monster by Ed Emberley 

Did You See What I Saw: Poems about School by Kay Winters 

Chrysanthemum by Kevin Henkes 

Rainbow Fish by Marcus Pfister 

Superpotamus by Ruth Paul 
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Notes: 


